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indexed. Not illustrated. 1829 Excerpt: . always accompanies good will; and, when her work was done, retired to
enjoy those intellectual and imaginative pursuits in which her whole heart was engaged. This predilection for
studious retirement she is said to have manifested at the early age of four years. Reports, and even
recollections of this kind, are to be received, the one with some distrust, the other with some allowance; but
when that allowance is made, the genins of this child still appears to have been as precocious as it was
extraordinary. Instead of playing with her schoolmates, she generally got to some secluded place, with her little
books, and with pen, ink, and paper; and the consumption which she made of paper was such as to excite the
curiosity of her parents, from whom she kept secret the use to which she applied it. If any one came upon her
retirement, she would conceal or hastily destroy what she was employed upon; and, instead of satisfying the
enquiries of her father and mother, replied to them only by tears. The mother, at length, when searching for
something in a dark and unfrequented closet, found a considerable number of little books, made of this
writing-paper, and filled with rude drawings, and with strange and apparently illegible characters, which,
however, were at once seen to be the child s work. Upon closer inspection, the characters were found to consist
of the printed alphabet; some of the letters being formed backwards, some sideways,...
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