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General Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 304 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.6in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1885. Excerpt: . . . The psychical processes Involved in sense-perception show that the forming of an
individual concept requires the presence of the object, and since general concepts are derived from individual
concepts, it follows that no concept, Individual or general, can be taught without presenting the appropriate
object or objects to the mind. The same is true in teaching ideas, particular or general. A conceptor ideals
theproductol the minds action, and the act of perceiving an individual object requires the presence of the
object. ft follows from the above principle that no primary concept or idea can be taught through its word. A
word can recall and represent a known concept or idea associated with it, but a word can notsummons a new
idea into what has been called the presence chamber of the soul. The futile attempt to teach primary concepts
and ideas through words is responsible for more unsatisfactory results than any other error of elementary
instruction. Carlisle characterizes his teachers as hide-bound pedants who crammed him with innumerable
dead vocables and called it fostering the growth of the mind. Carlisles pedants once represented a very large
class of so-called teachers and it is feared that this race of word-cramming pedants is not yet extinct. The so-
called maxim, Ideas before words, may not be a necessary principle even of primary instruction, but it is
excellent advice. The essential thing is to teach both the idea aud its sign, and especially to connect them
indissolubly together, and...
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