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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.-We rejoice to see that this work has attained to a third edition; this
proves that there is a steady, hard-working body of students of Gothic Architecture, for there is nothing
attractive about the work except the subject. It appears to have been studiously made as dry and uninteresting,
as much like a mathematical treatise, as possible. This observation, however, does not apply at all exclusively to
Mr. Paley s work, it is one of the characteristics of the school to which he belongs; an aIectation of learning,
and a wish to display it; a desire to show the world the great qualities of the author, that he is really a great
scholar and a mathematician, takes the place of the desire to make his work as simple and easy, and as
attractive to the learner, as possible. The manner of spelling the word Moulding adopted in this work-that is, the
medieval form of Molding -is an instance of aIectation: to adopt the spelling of a period when nobody knew
how to spell his own name, when the language was altogether unformed, is absurd. Nor is Mr. Paley consistent
in this, for the true medieval form is Mold, and not Molding. He has, however, the good sense to retain the
established English names for the diIerent styles of Gothic Architecture, and does not adopt the erroneous,
misleading names of First Pointed, Middle Pointed, c, though his editor considers it necessary to apologize for
not adopting this nonsensical fashion: or perhaps he does this out of policy, to conciliate his companions who
have stuck to the blunders of their youth and inexperience. He has fortunately no need to introduce...
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