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Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: . Section I. THE NATURE AND PATHOGENESIS OF ESSENTIAL
EPILEPSY. Two fundamental principles were brought forward in my first thesis on the nature and pathogenesis
of epilepsy: First, that there is invariably present an epileptic constitution or make-up in those individuals who
later develop essential epilepsy. The nucleus of this personality defect is a temperament of extreme
hypersensitiveness and egotism and all that these two main characteristics entail. This defect in character is not
to be taken in any narrow or moralistic sense, but is to be considered as a temperamental defect in a broad,
biologic view, a personality-defect which makes its possessor incapable of social adaptation in its best setting
and which, if it remain uncorrected, renders the individual entirely inadequate to make a normal adult life.
Secondly, that the seizure phenomenon in essential epilepsy is a direct outcome of the inability of such persons
to subordinate their individualistic tendencies to those of the so-called social demands and constitute a reaction
away from the diFiculties in a loss of consciousness. In the most badly adapted individuals, in which the
temperamental defect is also coincident with intellectual and somatic defects of a pronounced type, one may
note that even the minimum of environmental stress may seemingly be lacking, and yet a steadily progressive
epileptic state persists. In such the epilepsy attains its maximum frequency and severity. In other individuals less
afflicted with an adaptational handicap, the disease of epilepsy does not appear until adolescence,...
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