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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 30 pages.
Original publisher: Washington, DC : Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, 2002 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)50060163 Subject: Hospice care -- United States -- Costs. Excerpt: . . . white report 5 2002 FINAL 5 16 02 5:
20 PM Page 13 Me d i c a r e hospice services and payment rul e s Medicare covers hospice care for beneficiaries
who elect the benefit and are certified by an attending ph y s i-cian and a hospice medical director to have a life
expectancy of six months or less if the disease follows its usual course. Patients who opt for hospice care receive
palliative care and forgo curative treatment related to the terminal condition. Medicare will continue to cover
illnesses and injuries unrelated to the terminal condition and outside the hospice plan of care. Medicare covers
the following services under its hospice benefit: drugs and biologicals for pain control and skilled nursing care
symptom management medical social services home health aide services physician services homemaker
services patient counseling ( dietary, spiritual therapy ( physical, occupational, and speech ) and other )
inpatient respite care short-term inpatient care family bereavement counseling medical appliances and
supplies The hospice benefit is divided into periods. The first two periods are 90 days each. Subsequent periods
are 60 days. Beneficiaries must be recertified at the beginning of each period; as long as they qualify for the
benefit, there is no limit on the number of periods beneficiaries may use hospice care. At any time, benefi-
ciaries may opt out of hospice care and seek curative treatment. They also may change their hospice once
during each period. Families may receive bereavement counseling for up to 13 months following a pa t i e n t...
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