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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: .It is a long step toward the right understanding of this thrilling story of
Queen Esther, to get a clear idea of its place in history. The first company of Jewish exiles returned to
Jerusalem under Zerubbabel in the first year of the reign of Cyrus, about 536 B.c. Seven years later Cyrus was
succeeded by Cambyses (Ahasuerus of Ezra 4), and seven or eight years after the Pseudo-Smerdis (Artaxerxes
of Ezra 4) succeeded Cambyses, who in turn was followed by Darius Hystaspes as Persian king, about 521 B.C.,
when the rebuilding of the temple that had been begun under Cyrus, but suddenly stopped, was renewed and
completed. Darius invaded Greece, but the Grecians showed themselves worthy of independence at the
memorable battle of Marathon, 490 B.C. Darius Hystaspes was succeeded by Xerxes I. (Ahasuerus of the book of
Esther) about 486 B.C. Xerxes invaded Greece with a greater army, one of the greatest of ancient times; but the
Grecians again showed their valor in the historic battles of Thermopylae and Salamis, as also at Platsea and
Mycale, when Xerxes returned to Persia. The Persian kings were noted for the magnificence and splendor of
their feasts and for their luxury. Xerxes would surpass them all. The great festival which was the occasion of the
dismissal of Vashti was in the third year of his reign. This was before the invasion of Greece. The feast was in the
gardens of the royal palace, the richest Oriental splendor...
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